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Why Do We Need Spotters?

ARadar has limitations

A Spotter reports are used to verify what we see on
radar

A Spotter reports are a vital part of th&/arning
Decision Making Process




Why we need spotters

Radar Horizon

Radar beam cannot see lower portion of storm
0BO



Warning Decision Making Process
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Keys to Effective Spotting

ASafety

APlan ahead

Aldentify Updraft/Downdraft
APaositioning

ABe Patient

AProper reporting




Updrafts & Downdrafts

What goes up must come down...

UROTaits

A Area where warm, moist A Area often identifiable
air rises into the storm by heavy rain (possible

hail) falling
Aldentified by dark,
rain-free cloud base AHeavy rain/hail have
under cloud towers dark, murky appearance

In distance




l Thunderstorm Lifecycle |
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Updraft & Downdraft Features

UjssiGH DO
AWall cloud AShelf Cloud
A Rotation A Downbursts
AFunnel Cloud A Gust Fronts

ATornado Ab Dust Whirl s




Storm Anatomy

A Dark, flat, cloud base under the , with
little or no visible precipitation & tall cumulus towers above
A Isolated lowerin@ttachedto the rainfree base,

Indicates inflow and -4t Into the storm

A Stustiiuaels Low, horizontal cloud attached to a thunderstorm
often wedge shaped & elongated, occurs with-tae




