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SCHILLERSTROM CALLS ON BOARD TO ABATE PROPERTY TAX
INCREASE; LAYS OUT FRAMEWORK FOR REVISED COUNTY

BUDGET
DuPage County Board Chairman Robert J. Schillerstrom has called on the DuPage County
Board to abate the increase in the property tax levy, which was passed last November as
part of the Fiscal Year 2008 budget.

Schillerstrom made his announcement during the February 12th County Board meeting in
which he laid out the basic parameters for the framework of an amended Fiscal Year 2008
budget, which will meet the purposes of the County’s new revenue source.

“Passage of the RTA Act means we have the opportunity to fund our critical public safety
and human service agencies, prevent layoffs and continue our efforts to ease traffic
congestion,” said Schillerstrom.  “In short, we can avert a public safety crisis, and take steps
to prevent future crises.”

It is estimated that the County will receive roughly half of the projected revenue from the
RTA quarter cent sales tax this year.  The County’s most immediate action was to rescind the
proposed layoffs scheduled to take place on February 19th.  This will now ensure the County’s
public safety and human service agencies have the tools they need to serve the public.

Schillerstrom also believes that with this new revenue source secured, any additional tax
burden on DuPage County residents is simply unnecessary.

“We must not put this entire burden on the taxpayer,” announced Schillerstrom.  “To that
end, and in consultation with State Senators Kirk Dillard, Dan Cronin and John Milner, who
were instrumental in helping us secure this revenue, I would encourage the County Board to
abate the increase in the property tax levy we passed last year.”

Please check the County’s website, www.dupageco.org, for dates and times of future budget
meetings.
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BLUE RIBBON PANEL TO EXAMINE COUNTY’S CONVALESCENT CENTER

The DuPage County Convalescent Center,
located at 400 N. County Farm Road in

Wheaton

DuPage County Board Chairman Robert J.
Schillerstrom has announced the appointment of a
Blue Ribbon Panel that will develop comprehensive
recommendations for both the demands of the
DuPage Convalescent Center, as well as senior
citizens’ needs in both the short-term and long-term
future.

The development of this
Panel is consistent with
recommendations made in
the County’s Strategic Plan,
which recommended:
examining the health and
human services that are
directly provided by the
County for seniors;
responding to the
demographic shifts in the
county, including its aging
population; and evaluating
the operations, capital and
space needs at the
Convalescent Center.

TheBlue Ribbon Panel will report their
recommendations back to the County Board
Chairman and the County Board.

Members of the Blue Ribbon Panel are: Jim Huck
(Of Counsel, Huck Bouma PC) will serve as Chairman
of the Panel, Bill Pollard (Chairman, Fairwyn
Investments), Cleve Carney (Retired, Olsson Roofing
Company), John Day (President, DuPage Housing

Authority), Joseph Benson
(President, Wyndemere
Senior Living Campus), Ed
Merkel (Member, DuPage
County Board of Health),
Jim Murphy (Director,
Health System Affiliations,
Access Community Health
Network), Dick Endress
(President, DuPage
Healthcare Coalition), Tess
Kwiatkowski (Executive
Vice President, Life
Services Network), Dan
Harris (President, DuPage
Convalescent Center
Foundation), Jeri Lynn Else

(Executive Director, DuPage Area Healthcare
Leadership Council) and Will Grosch (Senior Vice
President, Community Bank of Wheaton/Glen
Ellyn).

Contractors performing work within unincorporated DuPage County will now be required to register,
bond and insure themselves with the County’s Department of Economic Development and Planning
under a new ordinance recently approved by the DuPage County Board.

The goal of this new ordinance is to provide a greater level of customer service regarding residents’
involvement with contractors doing shoddy workmanship, falsifying permit information and creating
serious life-safety issues.

The County will now be able to provide residents with an accurate list of registered, licensed and
bonded contractors performing work in the unincorporated area.

This new requirement becomes effective March 1, 2008.

CONTRACTORS MUST NOW REGISTER WITH DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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With the turn of a valve, thousands of DuPage
County households began receiving Lake Michigan
water, which replaces the well water they had
previously been receiving.  The
switch was part of the DuPage
County Public Works Department’s
conversion of the water system that
serves customers of the Southeast
Regional Water Facility (SERWF).

The utilization of Lake Michigan
water will offer many benefits to
both current customers, as well as
other residents not yet connected
to a public water supply system.

It is important to note that through
several separate negotiated
agreements, unincorporated residents will not be
required to become annexed as part of this water
conversion.

“I want to thank County Board Members Tom
Bennington, Michael McMahon and Kyle Gilgis for
all of their hard work on this project,” said Chairman
Robert J. Schillerstrom.  “It is through their leadership
that we marked this historic event.”

With the conversion of the entire SERWF system to
Lake Michigan water, customers will begin to
experience improvements to the quality of their
water.  Most customers will notice a slight increase
in the water pressure at their fixtures.  In addition,
Lake Michigan water has half the hardness of the
previously supplied well water, which will decrease
or eliminate the need for water softening.

As part of this water system upgrade DuPage
County customers that are incorporated Darien
residents will begin receiving their water service

from the City of Darien.

Tom Bennington (District 3),
Chairman of the County’s Public
Works Committee, notes it was
a collaborative effort that made
the water conversion a reality.

“I want to thank the Village of
Darien for their hard work and
leadership on this important
issue” said
Bennington.  “By working
together, we are ensuring
residents have access to clean,

safe water.”

During this transition, the County may experience a
higher than normal increase in the number of water
main breaks.  This is due to the variation in water
temperature of well water compared to Lake
Michigan water.  Water main breaks will subside
to average levels as the water system adjusts to
the changes in temperatures and pressures.  In
addition, due to the lower water temperatures, it is
very important that residents ensure their hoses are
disconnected from outside faucets to prevent pipe
freezing.

If residents experience a loss of service or notice a
water main break, they should contact the Public
Works Department at their 24-hour emergency
contact number, which is 630-985-7400.

DuPage County Board Member Thomas
Bennington (left), DuPage County Board
Chairman Robert J. Schillerstrom, Darien Mayor
Kathleen Weaver and DuPage County Board
Member Kyle Gilgis turn the valve that is now
bringing Lake Michigan Water to DuPage
County.

COUNTY RECEIVES LAKE MICHIGAN WATER
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DuPage County Board Meetings

Tuesday, February 26th
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 11th
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, March 25th
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 8th
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 22nd
10:00 a.m.

DuPage County Board Members Debra Olson (left), JR McBride (center) and Grant Eckhoff (right)
joined Reid Colliander (back row, third from the left) and friends at a recent County Board

meeting.  Reid, who was diagnosed and treated for a brain tumor when just seven-years-old,
received a Resolution of Commendation for his work in bringing awareness, and raising donations,

in support of brain tumor research.

COUNTY BOARD HONORS REID COLLIANDER

DuPage County Board Member Kyle Gilgis (second
from left) received the award for Most Significant
Leadership of Affordable Housing in Du Page
County from the Community Housing Association
of Du Page.  The occasion was the Community
Housing’s 25th Anniversary of its founding.

“Kyle has been a wonderful advocate in helping
low and moderate income households find quality
housing they can afford, either in buying or renting,”
said Bob Wahlgren, Executive Director.

GILGIS RECEIVES AFFORDABLE
HOUSING AWARD


