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DuPageBiz, an organization dedicated to advancing DuPage County as a premiere business
location, is pleased to announce the hiring of Roger Hopkins as its new Executive Director.

DuPageBiz, a not-for-profit Economic Development Corporation, is a partnership between
business and government charged with advancing the economy of DuPage County.

“It is an honor and privilege for me to be working in the most dynamic county in the
region,” said Hopkins.  “I look forward to working with the business community, and the
County’s elected officials, in ensuring DuPage County remains a leader in our region’s
economy.”

DuPageBiz strives to grow the County’s economy by leveraging public and private resources,
supporting local municipal economic development efforts, and promoting DuPage County
as a world-class business location.

Roger Hopkins last position was Executive Director of DeKalb County Economic Development
Corporation from its inception in 1988 until 2007.  Mr. Hopkins’ development career
started as Planner and Community Development Director with the City of Neenah, WI.
From 1984 until 1988, Mr. Hopkins served as Community and Economic Development
Director for the City of DeKalb, IL.

Roger’s experience in economic development involved a significant role in the attraction
and expansion of manufacturing, warehousing and office employers, and the investment
of over $1.5 billion leading to the employment of several thousand people.  He managed
a number of marketing projects involving other public and private development interests
in national and regional trade show, trade association, and business and trade journal
marketing activities.  He has extensive expertise with the start-up, management and
operation of several governmental, non-profit and charitable organizations.

Hopkins is past president of and active in the Illinois Development Council (IDC).  He
received the IDC’s “Distinguished Economic Developer Award” in 2004.   Hopkins is also
a member of the IEDC (International Economic Development Council), NICAR (Northern
Illinois Commercial Association of Realtors) and APA (American Planning Association),
and is a certified planner.

Roger received his master’s degree in urban and regional planning from the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point.

For more information on DuPageBiz, please visit:  www.dupagebiz.org.

DUPAGEBIZ ANNOUNCES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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NEWS & NOTES

Giving provides employees with an extraordinary
opportunity to spread joy to others, especially those
in need. By lending their help, employees have
helped brighten the lives of those less fortunate in
DuPage County. 

It is that spirit of giving that helped make the 2008
Charitable Contribution Campaign a success. 
DuPage County employees have been active
campaign participants for many years donating
almost $450,000 over the past decade. 

This year over $41,000 has been pledged, which
is an increase over the amount collected last year. 
Twenty-two departments and offices participated
in this year’s campaign with 380 individual
contributors. 

Recognized for having the highest percentage of
employee participation were the   Finance
Department, the Division of Transportation and the
Office of the Circuit Clerk.  Also recognized for
the highest monetary contribution were the Division
of Transportation, the Health Department and the
Office of the Circuit Clerk. 

Many charitable organizations will benefit from this
program thanks to those employees who
participated in the 2008 Charitable Contribution
Campaign.

COUNTY EMPLOYEES CONTINUE SPIRIT
OF GIVING

Saying enough is enough; DuPage County Board
Member Jim Zay announced on Tuesday that he
will be introducing an ordinance prohibiting the sale
of alcoholic beverages at adult business facilities
within DuPage County.

Zay’s announcement comes after two fatal accidents
occurred after patrons visiting an adult
establishment left the facility under the influence
of alcohol.

“We simply can no longer allow this practice to
continue,” said Zay (District 6).  “Our job as elected
officials is to protect those we represent.  We can
no longer allow our residents to be in harms way
from this lethal mix, and that is why I am introducing
this important ordinance.”

The ordinance Zay’s proposing does not impose any
restrictions on the First Amendment right of adult
establishments to operate.  Rather, it is his desire to
separate the serving of alcohol and adult
entertainment, thereby reducing the negative,
secondary, effects that result from their mixture.

Zay’s proposed ordinance will now go before the
appropriate County committee for further debate.

ZAY INTRODUCES ORDINANCE TO
PROTECT DUPAGE RESIDENTS
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WHAT IS ON THE BALLOT?
A question will be on the February 5, 2008 Primary
Ballot asking voters if they would approve an increase
of ¼ cent to the sales tax on non-essential goods to be
used for public safety in DuPage County.

DUPAGE COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY SALES TAX

Shall DuPage County be authorized to impose a
public safety tax at the rate of $0.0025 upon all

persons engaged in the business of selling
tangible personal property at retain in the county

on gross receitps from the sales made in the
course of their business?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DuPage County Board Meetings

Tuesday,  January 8th
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, January 22nd
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 12th
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 26th
7:30 p.m.

WHO CAN VOTE FOR THE REFERENDUM?
Even though the referendum is on the primary election
ballot, all voters can vote on the question. Voters who
don’t wish to declare their party affiliation can request
a non-partisan ballot to participate in the referendum.

WHY DOES DUPAGE COUNTY NEED A QUARTER-
CENT PUBLIC SAFETY SALES TAX?

DuPage County has faced stagnant revenue growth that
has forced it to seek a new revenue source.  Despite
running one of the leanest and most efficient County
governments in the nation, DuPage must secure a new
revenue source to ensure its residents have access to
the services they have come to expect and deserve.
Therefore, in order to avoid a severe cut in services, as
well as layoffs that will affect the programs residents
utilize, a public safety sales tax is necessary.

WHAT IS A QUARTER-CENT PUBLIC SAFETY SALES
TAX?

If approved, the public safety sales tax will apply to
purchases of consumer goods bought in any retail
establishment in DuPage County.  The quarter-cent public
safety sales tax is estimated to generate $40 million a
year in new revenue.

HOW MUCH WILL A DUPAGE RESIDENT PAY?
The quarter-cent public safety sales tax will cost $1 for
every $400 in taxable sales.   Annually, this would cost
the average DuPage resident about $30 a year and
the average DuPage household about $80 a year.  It is
important to note that 30-40% of the sales tax collected
will be from non-DuPage County residents.  This is a
broad-based tax, and the burden is not strictly on those
residing in DuPage County.  Groceries, prescription
drugs, and certain medical supplies will be exempt
from the tax.

HOW WILL THE QUARTER-CENT PUBLIC SAFETY
SALES TAX BE SPENT?

This new revenue stream will ensure the County’s criminal
justice system continues to provide a blanket of security
for our communities.  Revenue raised from the quarter-
cent public safety sales tax will be committed to funding
law enforcement such as patrols and crime scene
investigation, criminal justice programs, court services
and operations, homeland security preparedness and
probation monitoring and alternative sentencing
programs.   The public safety tax would also free up
current general fund monies that could be used for
critical human services programs.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE QUARTER-CENT PUBLIC
SAFETY SALES TAX FAILS?

Last December, the County Board approved the Fiscal
Year 2008 budget that included major cuts to public
safety and human service programs.  These cuts will
impact every corner of County services, and will be
felt by every resident.  Recognizing the severity of these
cuts, the County Board voted to delay any cuts or layoffs
until after the referendum.  If the public safety tax should
fail, then the cuts and layoffs will go into effect.


