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COUNTY PASSES CUT BUDGET
Program cuts and layoffs delayed for three months

The DuPage County Board approved its Fiscal Year 2008 budget that is $50 million
below the current fiscal year’s already reduced budget, and which includes layoffs
and funding reductions that will adversely impact public safety and human services
programs.

However, none of the program cuts or layoffs will go into effect for three months as
the Board approved delaying the implementation of the budget in order to give the
public safety referendum a chance to pass, which would provide a new revenue
stream for the County.

“Over the past couple of weeks we held a series of hearings to discuss and dissect this
budget.  It became clear in those meetings that we are a lean government and that
there simply are no more cuts to be made,” said Robert J. Schillerstrom, Chairman of
the DuPage County Board.  “This wasn’t the budget any of us wanted, but it was our
only options given the absence of a new revenue source.”

The Fiscal Year 2008 budget is over $50 million below this years already reduced
budget, putting budget levels at FY99 levels and aggregate headcount will be below
1997 levels.

With the absence of a new revenue source, cuts in the budget most adversely impact
the Corporate Fund, which provides the majority of resources for law enforcement,
judicial, public safety and healthcare.

Included in the budget cuts is the elimination of 235 positions, which makes up 15
percent of the corporate workforce.  Over 179 of these layoffs will come from public
safety agencies, with 100 layoffs occurring in the Sheriff ’s office.

There will also be a 20 percent reduction in the number of probation officers – who
already handle high case loads, which will translate into more offenders spending
time unmonitored on county streets.

The County Board also approved a hiring freeze and a ban on out-of-state travel.
.

continued on back page
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COUNTY TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT CONCLUDES ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
CONSTRUCTION SEASON

The onset of winter is drawing near and with it
brings the end to another successful county road
construction season.  This year, the Division of
Transportation had fifteen
contracts under construction
totaling approximately $35.4
million dollars worth of
improvements.  Two projects
accounted for the majority of this
year’s construction program; a
major intersection improvement on
Warrenville Road at Naperville
Road and an add-lanes project
on Army Trail Road from Schmale
Road to Regency Drive.

The Warrenville Road at Naperville Road
intersection improvement addressed capacity and
operational deficiencies at this very congested
location.  Construction has generally been
completed in the new configuration.  The timely
completion of this intersection improvement is critical
to the Tollway’s schedule for completing the
remaining improvements at the I-88/ Naperville
Road interchange. 

The Army Trail Road improvement involved widening
to provide additional lanes and/or a continuous
median.  Construction was scheduled to be

completed this year but numerous
utility conflicts have pushed the
completion date to June, 2008. 
All the widening has been
completed and temporary
pavement markings will be
applied prior to winter shutdown. 
Next year, the final surface layer,
permanent pavement markings
and signal work will be
completed in addition to any

remaining restoration and completion of sections
of sidewalk.  Daily lane closures will be needed to
complete the work next spring.

In addition, the County resurfaced 47 lane miles
and continued its commitment to provide improved
and safer accommodations for pedestrians and
bicyclists by constructing new sections of sidewalk
and completing portions of the Southern DuPage
Regional Trail system.

Southbound Naperville Road approaching the
intersection of Naperville and Warrenville

Road at the interchange at I-88

As the days grow shorter and the temperatures turn colder, DuPage County residents are reminded
that winter is right around the corner.  With winter comes holiday cheer, time with family, and snow
covered roads.

The DuPage County Division of Transportation has been actively preparing for the coming snow and
ice season notes Pam Rion, Chairwoman of the County’s Transportation Committee.

With 40 plow trucks, each equipped with a salt spreader, crews are on call 24 hours a day—seven
days a week—beginning November 1st in order to maintain the Division’s bare pavement policy.  In
order to ensure the roads are clear and safe, the County uses salt and liquid calcium chloride to treat
roads before, during and after a snow storm.

The Division of Transportation is responsible for snow and ice removal on all County Highways, such as
Warrenville Rd, Army Trail Rd, Naperville Rd, Thorndale Rd, 75th St, and County Farm Rd.

The DuPage County highway system consists of 910 lane miles and 200 miles of paved shoulders.  All
plow drivers are required to maintain a current Commercial Drivers License (CDL).

COUNTY PREPARING FOR SNOW AND ICE SEASON
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BENNINGTON APPOINTED TO NACo
STEERING COMMITTEE

The National Association of Counties (NACo) has
appointed DuPage County Board Member Thomas
Bennington (District 3) as a member of their
Environment, Energy and Land Use Steering
Committee.  Bennington, whose participation with
NACo helped the County launch its highly successful
DuPage Rx program, said he was thrilled with the
appointment.  Steering committees annually review
and make recommendations on issues and
legislation. The policy development process initiated
by the steering committees leads to the publication
of the American County Platform, which NACo uses
as a guide to deliver the county government
message to the Administration, Congress and the
American public.

In preparation for the upcoming Christmas season,
the DuPage Convalescent Center is adding a
Holiday Bazaar to it’s host of holiday festivities
this year.  The Holiday Bazaar has something for
everyone in terms of your Christmas shopping.  The
Bazaar will be held on the first floor of the
Convalescent Center at 400 North County Farm
Road, on Tuesday, December 11th from 10:00am
to 6:00 pm. For more information, please call Susan
Coblentz at 630-784-4302.

TAKE PRECAUTIONS WITH YOUR PETS
IN THE SNOW

DuPage County Animal Care and Control would
like to remind people that pets require special care
in cold weather.  Playing in the snow is fun, but
remember that animals can easily get frostbite on
the tips of their ears, tails, face, footpads and legs.
Frostbite can result in the loss of limbs in severe
cases. Also, be aware that Antifreeze smells and
tastes sweet to pets, but is a deadly poison. Be
careful when handling and clean up any spills
immediately. Even a small amount can be deadly.
Consider using propylene glycol based antifreezes,
which are less toxic and won’t kill when small
amounts are ingested.

 CONVALESCENT CENTER HOLIDAY
BAZAAR

Enhancing public safety and easing traf f ic
congestion is the aim of a planning process that
would provide for major improvements on IL Route
38 at the intersection with Kautz Road.  The project
would provide for a grade separation at the
intersection of IL Route 38 and Kautz Road, thereby
allowing motorists to cross over and above the
current railroad.  $1.6 million has been secured to
prepare engineering documents via a Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality Grant made available
through the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning (CMAP).  According to Rion, this project
will help ease congestion and enhance the public
safety.  CMAP has also provided another grant,
this one totaling $384,000, which will go toward
the interconnection of traffic signals on Lemont Road
(from Plainfield/83 rd Street to 97th Street) in order
to improve the flow of traffic and ease congestion.

LOCAL ROAD PROJECTS RECEIVE
FUNDING
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DuPage County Board Meeting
Tuesday,  December 11th

10:00 a.m.

Convalescent Center Holiday Bazaar
400 North County Farm Road

December 11th

10:00am  - 6:00 pm

The Convalescent Center will also feel the pain
of cuts.  By reducing their financial support,
which is already the lowest subsidy among
county nursing facilities in the region, the County
must reassess its role in the operation of this
facility.

DuPage County also has a proud history of
caring for its environment and open spaces.
Unfortunately, without new revenue the
Household Hazardous Waste program and the
regional recycling center in Naperville will no
longer receive funding from the county.  Funding
for water quality programs, mandated by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), – will
also be compromised.

Other programs and services affected by the
reduced budget include the:  closure of traffic
courts; elimination of funding for the U of I
Extension; closure of the Historical Museum;
delays in property tax distributions to schools
and local governments; inability to provide
remaining staff with merit or wage increases
and a delay in payments to vendors who do
business with the County.

The County’s 2008 Fiscal Year began
December 1, 2007.
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“DuPage County and the people of America have
lost a great American.

Henry Hyde was a dedicated
public servant who always put
the needs of those he served
first and foremost in everything
he did.  Henry always had an
open door and was always
willing to give his time and
energy to those he served.

Throughout his tenure in Washington, Henry never
stopped caring about DuPage County and the
people who make our county great — he always
remembered where he came from.  His years of
service also put him at the forefront of the historic
events that marked the last quarter of the 20th

Century.

His commitment to the families of our community,
to the people of Illinois and to the citizens of the
United States will be sorely missed.”

Robert J. Schillerstrom
Chairman, DuPage County Board

DuPAGE COUNTY REMEMBERS HENRY
HYDE


