
DuPage ReviewDuPage Review
Issue 30 October 2007

DUPAGE COUNTY:  A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND RAISE A FAMILY

Robert J. Schillerstrom
Chairman

District 1
Yolanda Campuzano

Paul Fichtner
Donald Puchalski

District 2
Patrick O’Shea

Jeff Redick
Brien Sheahan

District 3

Thomas Bennington, Jr.
Kyle Gilgis

Michael McMahon

District 4
Grant Eckhoff

JR McBride
Debra Olson

District 5
Michael Connelly

James Healy
Robert Schroeder

District 6
Linda Kurzawa
Pamela Rion

James Zay, Jr.

DuPage County
421 N. County Farm Road

Wheaton, IL 60187
630-407-6000

www.dupageco.org

SCHILLERSTROM PRESENTS CUT BUDGET
DuPage County Board Chairman Robert J. Schillerstrom presented his Fiscal Year 2008
budget on October 16th which, if passed, is $50 million below this year’s already reduced
budget, includes 235 layoffs and will adversely impact public safety and human services
programs.

The County, which continues to seek the authority from legislators to enact a cigarette tax,
is in need of a new revenue source to ensure residents maintain the quality of life they have
come to expect and deserve, Schillerstrom told Board members.

“This is not a budget I want. It is not a
budget you want. It is not a budget
our Elected Officials want or will
probably accept. It is not a budget
that will meet the needs of DuPage
County or our constituents,” said
Schillerstrom. “Unfortunately, due to
Springfield’s inaction, it is the budget
we are forced to present.”

The Fiscal Year 2008 budget proposal
is over $50 million below this year’s
already reduced budget, putting
budget levels at FY99 levels and
aggregate headcount will be below 1997 levels.

The absence of a new revenue source, noted Schillerstrom, most adversely impacts the
Corporate Fund, which provides the majority of resources for law enforcement, judicial,
public safety and healthcare. The proposed FY 2008 Corporate Fund budget is cut $10
million below FY 2007 levels.

Included in the budget cuts is the elimination of 235 positions, which makes up 15 percent
of the corporate workforce. Over 179 of these layoffs will come from public safety agencies,
with 100 layoffs occurring in the Sheriff ’s office.

“The elimination of 100 employees from the Sheriff ’s office will drastically impact the
county’s law enforcement arm, meaning less manpower to monitor an already crowded jail,
fewer officers on our streets, delays in response times and a greater strain on security levels
throughout the county,” said Schillerstrom.
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DUPAGE COUNTY PRESENTS INTERNET
BASED SOCIAL SERVICE WEBSITE

Community Resource Information System (C.R.I.S.) is
a fast and easy way to obtain basic information on
social services programs and services throughout
DuPage County.  C.R.I.S. is comprised of non-profit
agencies, as well as for-profit agencies, that offer unique services that are beneficial to the community. 
It can be accessed either via the Internet at www.dupagecris.org, or by calling DuPage County at
630-407-6500, or toll-free at 1-800-942-9412.

DUPAGE COUNTY RANKED #5 IN U.S.
FOR BUSINESS ATTRACTION

Expansion Management Magazine has ranked
DuPage County #5 among the top 20 counties for
business recruitment and attraction.  The publication
uses data from the National Policy Research Council
to rank counties as attractive for business relocation
and start-ups by analyzing the relocation rate and
new branch rate.   To achieve a high overall rate,
a county must have a high percentage of facilities
that physically relocated to the area.

“Our economic development efforts have focused
on diversifying the industries in our County and in
retaining and attracting high quality jobs. Our
efforts, and those of our economic development
partners, including DuPageBiz and Labor, have kept
us on the forefront of job creation,” Economic
Development Chair, Michael Connelly (District 5)
stated. “We are proud of our partnerships and we
are proud of what we can accomplish by working
together.”

DuPage County was the highest ranking county not
located in the Sunbelt.

The Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) also released
that DuPage County had over 719,575 jobs in 2005
based on the most current available data.   This is
an increase of 134,000 jobs over 2004. 

FALL FESTIVAL HONORS RECORD-
SETTING IRONMAN TRIATHALETE

For some, running is a past-time, a hobby to be
enjoyed during the few good-weather months
Chicagoans receive.  For others, it is a passion, one
that neither time nor age can silence. Villa Park

native Bob
McKeag u e,
82 years old,
falls into the
latter group.

“ B o b
McKeague has
an athletic
record that
puts runners

half his age to shame,” said Dan Harris, DPCC
Foundation President.

Most recently, at the age of 80, McKeague became
the oldest athlete ever to complete the Ironman
World Championship Triathlon in Hawaii on October
15, 2005, finishing with a time of 16 hours, 22
minutes.  He is an active member of the Chicago
Area Runner’s Association (CARA) and he ran for
the second time in this year’s Fall Festival 5K Run/
Family Walk, where he was presented with the first-
ever “Extra-Miler” Award.

Bob McKeague is joined by DPCC Foundation
President Dan Harris (left) and U.S. Congressman
Peter Roskam (right) at this year’s Fall Festival.
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The DuPage County Convalescent Center has
unveiled a new family dining room that will
provide a home-like setting in which the Center’s
350 plus residents may meet in private with visiting
friends and family members.  Occupying two
adjoining rooms complete with a functioning kitchen,
dining room furniture, sitting area and fireplace,
the family dining room is a warm oasis for residents
and visitors alike.

CONVO UNVEILS NEW FAMILY DINING
ROOM FOR RESIDENTS

REDICK PRAISES GRAND VICTORIA
FOUNDATION FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF

CLEAN AIR COUNTS

Recognizing their commitment to DuPage County
and the promotion of a healthy and clean
environment, DuPage County Board Member Jeff
Redick praised the Grand Victoria Foundation for
their continued support of Clean Air Counts, a
public-private partnership dedicated to reducing
ozone-causing emissions as well as energy
consumption levels in northeastern Illinois in an effort
to improve overall air quality.

FIVE-YEAR HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

The Division of Transportation is nearing completion
of a multi-year highway improvement plan.  This
Plan will identify specific projects or phases of a
project to be funded over a five-year planning
horizon.  In addition to assisting the Division of
Transportation with better matching future
expenditures with projected revenues, the Five Year
Plan will also provide valuable information to other
transportation agencies and local agencies for their
planning and scheduling of future infrastructure
improvements.

COUNTY ADOPTS NEW VEHICLE POLICY
DuPage County has adopted a new vehicle policy
that will help reduce air pollution and decrease
fuel consumption of County vehicles.  A key aspect
of the new policy encourages the conversion of
County vehicles to an alternative fuel fleet consisting
of hybrids, E-85, compressed natural gas and
propane fueled vehicles.

FINANCE COMMITTEE TO BEGIN PUBLIC
HEARINGS ON BUDGET PROPOSAL

The DuPage County Finance Committee will be
holding public hearings to discuss the proposed
Fiscal Year 2008 budget.  Primarily, the Committee
will focus on the proposed cuts made in the areas
of public safety and human services, and will discuss
how those impacts will affect DuPage residents.  The
first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 24.

WHAT IS GIVING DUPAGE?

Whether or not you are new to the DuPage County
area, you may not be aware of the organization
that exists to inspire philanthropy and promote
volunteerism in our community. Giving DuPage is a
public/private collaboration that has heightened
awareness about why giving back is an enriching
experience for all involved.  To learn more visit
www.givingdupage.org.
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Budget Continued from page 1:

Reductions Would Hit Public Safety and Human Services the Hardest

There will also be a 20 percent reduction in the
number of probation officers – who already handle
high case loads, which will translate into more
offenders spending time unmonitored on our streets.

“A budget reduced by this magnitude will adversely
affect our public safety and stretch an already over-
burdened judicial system to the breaking point,”
said Michael McMahon, Chairman of the County’s
Judicial and Public Safety Committee.

The cuts in this budget will not be confined to public
safety agencies; they will impact the human services
community as well. The County is reducing the Health
Department levy by $600,000. This is in addition
to eliminating another $2 million in other financial
support that the County has historically provided.

“These reductions will result in the closure of
community health programs, which provide
emergency dental care for children and cervical
and breast cancer screenings,” said Linda Kurzawa,
President of the County’s Health Department.

The Convalescent Center, which has been an oasis
of care and community for over a century, will also
feel the pain of cuts. By reducing their financial
support, which is already the lowest subsidy among
county nursing facilities in the region, the County
will be forced to reassess its role in the operation
of this facility.

Schillerstrom stated the County “must take an in-
depth look at long-term options for our Convalescent
Center, including the market feasibility of public or
private partnerships that will allow the Convalescent
Center to continue to be a valued resource.”

DuPage County also has a proud history of caring
for its environment and open spaces. Unfortunately,
without new revenue the Household Hazardous
Waste program, the regional recycling center in
Naperville, and SCARCE – a model of
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environmental education – will no longer receive
full funding from the county. Funding for water
quality programs, mandated by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), – will also be compromised.

“The cuts I am proposing should leave all of us ill at
ease. We must work together to see that this county
maintains its quality of life,” said Schillerstrom. “To
that end, I will continue to work with the Legislature
and all of you over the next few weeks as the county
debates this budget.”

The County’s Fiscal Year begins December 1, 2007.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Public Hearing on FY 2008 Budget

Wednesday, October 24th
3:00 p.m., County Board Room

DuPage County Administrative Building
421 N. County Farm Road

Wheaton

DuPage County Board Meetings

Tuesday, October 23
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, November 13
10:00 a.m.


