
Vernal pools are a scarce 
habitat along the West 

Branch River Valley.

WHAT IS A VERNAL POOL?
Vernal pools are seasonally wet depressions that are fishless and support diverse species composition. They 
prevent run-off and erosion, recharge groundwater, and increase water quality in adjoining river systems.

Vernal pools are a critical life 
cycle requirement for 
amphibians and aquatic insects. 
Those that retain water into 
the summer months provide 
important habitat for certain 
conservative species. 

Complex 
ecosystems 
with high 
biological 
diversity.

Important foraging 
grounds for many 

wildlife species.

EDUCATION
As the diversity and 

health of the landscape 
improves, wildlife viewing 
opportunities will expand.

The River Has a Rhythm…

…in a Healthy River Valley
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Vernal pools adjacent to or in woodlands 
have ample sources of dead and rotten 
woody material for winter hibernaculums, 
which help insulate hibernating species.

Blanding’s and Painted Turtles

Cope’s Gray Treefrog


