
7:00-8:30      Registration & Continental Breakfast 
 

8:30-8:35      Posting of the Colors  

         East Aurora NJROTC 

 

8:35-8:40       Opening Remarks 

          Grant Eckhoff, DuPage County Board 

                -and-  

                       James K. Joseph, OHSEM Director 

          

8:40-9:00      Nuts & Bolts: How fast can wind  

                      destroy a home?                      

         Tammie Souza 

    

9:00-9:35       A Review of the Major Severe Weather                    

                       Events of 2013  

          Victor Gensini 

 

9:35-10:20     Storm Structure—Knowing What You   

                       are Seeing 

          Mike Bardou 

 

10:20-10:45   Break 

 

10:45-11:25   Lessons From El Reno—EF–5  

          May 31, 2013 

          Skip Talbot 

 

11:25-11:45   Nov. 2013 Illinois Tornado Outbreak -  

                       A Major Off - Season Event  

          Matt Friedlein 

 

11:45-12:45   Lunch  
 

12:45-1:30     “Hear Today, Gone Tomorrow” 

          Chris Novy 

   

1:30-1:45       Anticipating Severe Weather Threats  

          Paul Sirvatka 

 

1:45-2:20       Panel Q & A 

 

2:20-3:00       Door Prizes &  

                       Closing Comments 
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Sponsored by:  

DuPage County  

 Off ice of  Homeland Securi ty  

 and Emergency Management  
 

In cooperation with the College Of DuPage 

 Nexlab, and the National Weather Service – Chicago 

This event is not a function of Wheaton College.  

March 15 ,  2014  
Wheaton College 

412 N. Chase St. 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

Mission  

DuPage County Office of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Management will help protect 

communities and citizens within our county by 

coordinating and integrating all activities 

necessary to build, sustain, and improve the  

capability to mitigate against, prepare for, 

respond to, and recover from threatened or actual 

natural disasters, acts of terrorism, or other  

man-made disasters. 

Vision  

DuPage County government, private and  

public sector organizations, and individual 

residents will have the capacity to effectively 

cope with natural and human-caused disasters; 

resulting in a safer, less vulnerable and more  

disaster resilient place to live, work, and raise a 

family. 

DuPage County 

 Office of Homeland Security and  

Emergency Management 

418 N. County Farm Rd. 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

Seminar Schedule  

Connect with DuPage OHSEM online: 

www.ProtectDuPage.org  
 

 

Like us on Facebook.com/ProtectDuPage 

Follow us on Twitter.com/ProtectDuPage 

 

http://www.ProtectDupage.org


  Message from the Director: Presenters 
 

Skip Talbot is a software developer and 

computer graphics artist from the Chicago 

suburbs. When he was 7 years old, one of the 

most powerful tornadoes ever recorded  

destroyed the town of Plainfield, Illinois, 

which was mere miles from his home at the 

time. On May 10, 2003 he stumbled out into 

the darkness during one of the largest tornado 

outbreaks in recent history armed with only a weather radio 

and a map. Although he came away empty handed in his 

search for tornadoes, and shook up having driven into the 

core of a severe thunderstorm, he learned from his mistakes 

and kept at it. He still chases with his trusty weather radio 

but has expanded his chase arsenal to include a wide range 

of gadgets. 

 

Mike Bardou currently serves as a Lead 

Forecaster and Aviation Program Leader at 

the National Weather Service Forecast Of-

fice in Romeoville.  Prior to arriving at the 

office in 2010, Mike served as a meteorolo-

gist and Aviation Program Leader at the 

Minneapolis Weather Forecast Office, me-

teorologist-in-training at the Forecast Office 

in Davenport, IA and as a student volunteer at the Northern 

Indiana Forecast Office.  In addition to having a particular 

interest in aviation meteorology, Mike appreciates the chal-

lenges of forecasting for Lake Michigan, enjoys working 

with key partners to better understand their forecast needs 

and aid them in their efforts to be prepared for weather, and 

looks forward to conducting storm spotter training each 

spring.  Mike earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Me-

teorology from Valparaiso University in 2003. 

 

Matt Friedlein is in his third year as a Lead 

Forecaster at the National Weather Service 

Forecast Office in Romeoville, IL. Prior to 

being here in Chicagoland, Matt worked 

over five years at the NWS office in Minne-

apolis, and before that in Paducah, KY. His 

career in the NWS began here in Chicago as 

a volunteer and student trainee while he 

studies meteorology at Northern Illinois University, of 

which he is a proud 2004 graduate. Matt grew up in the 

farming community of Mendota, IL which is where his 

interest in weather blossomed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 23rd Annual Advanced  

Severe Weather Seminar. My staff and I are  

delighted that you chose to take time out of your 

busy schedule to attend this year’s event.  

The event planning committee has invested 

much effort into today’s program to ensure your 

time here is well-spent; I want to thank them for 

their efforts.  Your commitment and contribu-

tions to the community as a whole are greatly 

appreciated.  Whether this is your first time  

attending – or your 23rd, we are glad you could 

be with us today! 

 

We are also happy to have this seminar on the 

campus of Wheaton College – a beautiful  

facility in the heart of Wheaton.  This facility, 

combined with the line-up of presenters we have 

arranged for you, promise for a  

comfortable and informative day.   

  

If there is anything my team or I could do to 

make your seminar experience more  

enjoyable, please reach out to us at any 

time.  Thanks for coming, and have a great day! 

 

   

      
 

James K. Joseph, Director 

DuPage County Office of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Management 

 Guest Emcee 

 

Tammie Souza is the weekend  

Meteorologist for Fox Chicago. As a  

certified broadcast meteorologist, she is one 

of only a handful of women in the nation that 

holds both prestigious AMS/CBM Certified 

Broadcast Meteorology Seal of Approval 

from the American Meteorological Society 

and the NWA Seal of Approval from the 

National Weather Association. She is also the first female 

chosen as the National Chairman American Meteorological 

Society Board of Meteorology. 
 

Presenters 
 

Paul Sirvatka is a professor at the 

College of DuPage (COD) and received the 

COD Outstanding Faculty Award and Divi-

sion of Natural Sciences Outstanding Facul-

ty Award. Sirvatka has served as a repre-

sentative of the college through scores of 

newspaper interviews and television/radio 

appearances, including the Weather  

Channel, MSNBC, Fox News, Chicago Tonight and NBC 

Nightly News. Additionally, he provides regular radio 

weathercasts on WDCB, the local public radio station in 

Glen Ellyn. He also co-sponsors severe weather symposia 

and spotter training across Chicago and as a speaker across 

the United States. 

 

Victor Gensini is an assistant professor of 

meteorology at the College of  

DuPage. He is also a Ph.D. candidate at the 

University of Georgia, studying the impacts 

of numerous climate change 

scenarios on severe weather across the  

United States. Victor has a deep  

passion for hazardous weather and the socie-

tal response to such events. Along with Professor Sirvatka, 

he helps maintain the COD “NEXLAB”  website. It contin-

ues to be a wealth of weather  information for thousands of 

users in education, government, military, and corporations.  

 

Chris Novy graduated with BS/MS degrees 

in Public Safety (Law Enforcement) from 

Southern Illinois University. Chris presently 

works as Assistant Chief Engineer for 

Fox25/CW34 in Oklahoma City. He has been 

involved with emergency management since 

1980 in storm spotting, communications, and 

safety training. He has also been a ham radio 

operator since the early ’80s.  


